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was Prince of Wales and would be king, and was
the hope and pride of his father. Her half-sister
Mary was the grandchild of the great sovereigns
of Spain, and her cousins were kings. Whereas
Elizabeth had no great relations to stand by her,
and any friends she might have she must win for
herself.
For a few years she and Edward lived a placid
and happy existence in their country palaces
Henry was a very affectionate father and naturally
he paid attention to the future of his children.
He had bad health and was not likely to be long-
lived. His many marriages brought him no more
children, and therefore, when Elizabeth was ten
years old he drew up his famous will settling the
succession to the throne. Parliament had given
him power to do this, though many people doubted
if even a despotic king and his obedient Parliament
could lawfully alter the laws of inheritance. For
that was what Henry did. The first heir of course
was the son. There could be no doubt of this;
and as both Katherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn
were dead before Henry's third marriage, there
was no sort of doubt in Edward's case.
But the next question was far more difficult,
and it is extremely important. For all Elizabeth's
career turned on this very point: had she any
lawful claim to the throne? If Henry's first
marriage to Katherine was legal then his second,
to Anne during Katherine's lifetime was not.
And after Anne's execution Henry in his fury